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By Renee Wielenga
Meet Selma.
Her
native
country,
Guatemala, is one of the
worst places to live for a
woman, and her story is one
example of why.
To sum it up, this woman
was sold into the sex trade by
her mother at age 9. At age
13, she got out and went to
live with her dad, who raped
her and she became pregnant.
“That’s enough story right
there, but it’s just the beginning,” said Mark Volkers,
digital media professor at
Dordt College in Sioux
Center. “It’s just incredible.
I’ve never heard a story like
that.”
Selma’s story is just one of
many Volkers heard while
traveling to Guatemala, Kenya,
Philippines, India and Senegal
throughout the past three
years to create his recently
completed
documentary
called “The Fourth World.”
Although made by a
Christian, “The Fourth
World” is a secular film that
presents stories of real people
living in the slums.
A slum, according to the
United Nations, has a lack of
access to clean water, security,
improved sanitation and secu-
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(Photo submitted)

Mark Volkers of Orange City, who is a digital media
professor at Dordt College in Sioux Center, overlooks the
Kibera slum in Nairobi, Kenya. Kibera is the largest slum in

VOLKERS FOCUSES,
see Section 1 / Page 9

Nairobi and the second largest urban slum in Africa. The
footage taken is included in his recently completed documentary called “The Fourth World.”

Netz looks ahead to next chapter

(Sioux Center News photo by Steve Hoogland)

Sioux Center caucus ballots are sorted following Tuesday’s
balloting at the Republican precincts in Sioux Center.

Santorum wins big
in Sioux Center caucus
By Steve Hoogland
Sioux Center and Sioux
County Republican caucus
voters gave a big boost to
former Penn. Sen. Rick
Santorum last Tuesday night.
Santorum collected 943
votes in Sioux County, 247 of

which
Sioux
Sioux
lected

came from the three
Center precincts. In
County, Santorum cola total of 46.6 percent

MORE THAN,
see Section 1 / Page 8

By Renee Wielenga
Name: Dave Netz
Position: Sioux Center Public Library
director
Mission: Retirement on Friday, Jan.
13.
“I’d say I’m not retiring, I’m retreading,” said Netz, 67. “I will be doing something because I can’t sit, but I don’t know
exactly what that will be yet.”
Netz already has a little experience in
the retirement field, as he first took early
retirement from his position as vice president for information services at Dordt
College in October 2005 before taking up
the helm at the public library in 2007.
“I think there’s a point in life where
people realize they’re getting older,” he
said. “I don’t know if I had any cues
specifically on that, but I had said to the
board when I took this job that I would
probably stay four to six years. I’ve fulfilled that.”
Netz always viewed his role as transitional, helping the library build on its
past and become a 21st-century library.
Following a July 2003 fire that destroyed

(Sioux Center News photo by Renee Wielenga)

Dave Netz, director of the Sioux Center Public Library, picks up a book in his
favorite section of the library — the nonfiction section. Netz, who spent five years
as library director, is retiring from his position.

NETZ SETS,
see Section 1 / Page 7

Trees show sign of spring with warmth

(Sioux Center News photo by Renee Wielenga)

The above-average January temperatures in the past week have some area maple trees
fooled that spring is coming as they’ve begun enlarging or “swelling” buds. This sign in the
spring means the tree is beginning to wake up from being dormant.

By Renee Wielenga
Sioux Center city parks
director Brad Vermeer enjoys
the site of budding trees.
Vermeer said enlarging or
“swelling” buds means the
tree is beginning to wake up
from being dormant.
He noticed that sight while
trimming silver maple trees in
Children’s Park last week.
“There was no sap flowing,
which is good, but it’s still
strange to see swelling buds in
January,” he said.
When Sioux Center’s average high for January is 28, the
string of 50- and 60-degree
weather is the main culprit

behind such strange sightings,
said Margaret Murphy, horticulture educator for Iowa
State University Extension in
Sioux, Lyon, O’Brien and
Osceola counties.
“The trees are being fooled
into feeling like it’s spring,”
she said.
How spring-like does it
feel?
Phil Schumacher, meteorologist at the National
Weather Service in Sioux
Falls, said the high temperature of 62 last week Thursday,
Jan. 5, broke the previous
record of 47 degrees set in
1958.

Wednesday, Jan. 4, set a
record of 52 degrees, which
broke the previous record of
49 set in 1964.
Such a string of 50- and
60-degree weather in January
occurred in 2006 and 2002.
Similar to those two years,
there are two reasons why
Sioux Center is experiencing
above-average temperatures
this January.
The main reason is the
location of the upper ridge of
high pressure or the “storm
NORTHERN STORM,
see Section 1 / Page 11

BRIEFLY
Glass recycling now available

Oak Grove plans owl event

S.D. Chorale to perform

The City of Sioux Center is now providing an opportunity to recycle glass. All glass, colored and clear, can be put
in the new orange roll-off container at Brommer Sanitation.
All jars/bottles should be clean and lids removed.

Sioux County naturalist Sunday Ford will host a
night hike 6:30-7:30 p.m. for hearing owls on Monday,
Feb. 13. Meet at Oak Grove Lodge parking lot. Preregistration is required by calling 712-552-3057.

The South Dakota Chorale brings William Averitt’s
“Dream Keeper” to B.J. Haan Auditorium at Dordt
College 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14. “Dream Keeper”
is a musical setting of texts by Langston Hughes.
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Volkers focuses documentary on slums
from Section 1 / Page 1
rity of tenure meaning most
slum dwellers don’t own their
property.
The United Nations estimates nearly one billion people live in the slums globally.
“There’s nothing romantic
about the slums,” Volkers
said. “They smell. They’re
dangerous. Slum residents
wonder why on earth you’re
there.”
So why was he there?
“No one will ever understand what a billion people is,
but like Selma, this film gives
a few faces to the billion
people that live in the slums,”
Volkers said. “We may be only
hearing the story of one, but
it’s a story that resonates with
other people in these types of
situations.”
Volkers, who lived in
Africa for seven years and
spent 15 years traveling
throughout the developing
world, has gotten to know
many slum dwellers. Creating
a film that explores the slums’
hidden potential — the people
— has been on his mind for
nearly a decade.
“I’m really tired of films
and commercials about the
poor — you know the ones;
they have pictures of children
with sad, slow music — that
makes us all feel guilty, but we
don’t do anything and go on
with our own lives,” Volkers
said. “I thought it would be
fun to make a film that presents the story from their perspective, not from our perspective.”
He proposed the documentary project at Dordt
College three years ago.
“It remained my project,
my idea, but Dordt has a
huge part because they gave
me the freedom to use Dordt’s
equipment and students,”
Volkers said.
Together, throughout two
Christmas breaks, a summer
break and a spring break,
Volkers headed film teams
and interviews to let the slum
dwellers tell their stories.

Using global connections,
Volkers and his film students
had access to some places
national
organizations
couldn’t get into. One example is Mathari Valley in
Nairobi, Kenya.
“About a month before we
got
there,
Compassion
International sent a film crew
to that same area we went
into, but they were literally
chased out because people
would have hurt them,”
Volkers said. “Three students
and I went in there with all of
our gear perfectly safe because
we went in with a friend of
mine — a pastor who’s been
working there for 15 years.
People trust him so we were
OK.”
Volkers said his documentary not only is entertaining
and informative but also
reveals a positive message.
“Even though many of the
homes are shacks or places we
wouldn’t even park our car in,
some people have lived there
for 20 to 30 years, so that’s
home to them,” Volkers said.
“This film is very optimistic
because the amount of talent
and resources and potential in
these slums in unbelievable,
almost overwhelming, but we
don’t look at slums that way.
‘The Fourth World’ offers a
new viewpoint.”
While early reviews are
good, Volkers said the 52-minute film doesn’t have a release
date set yet, as it’s been
entered into three large film
festivals and Volkers is waiting
to hear if it’s accepted. The
film has also been submitted
to 10 smaller festivals.
“Because some festivals
have a ‘no screening’ clause,
and film festivals are important for future success of film,
I can’t set a date yet,” Volkers
said. “I want the film’s premier to be here in Northwest
Iowa. I’m excited for when
that will be but, right now,
the film is in an odd holding
pattern. Waiting — anxiously,
I might add — is what I have
to do right now.”

(Photos submitted)

Dordt College student Piper Kroeze sets up the video shot
while working with Mark Volkers in Manila, the capital of the

Philippines. Manila is the second most populous city in the
Philippines with about 1.7 million residents.

FUTURE:
Part of Mark Volkers’ waiting involves finding a
sales agent who can market “The Fourth World” to
MIPDoc.
MIPDoc, going on March 30-31 in Cannes,
France, is the world’s largest international market
for documentary films, as international buyers, sellers, producers and commissioners of documentary
and factual programs come together to line up their
programming.
Phase II of the documentary project involves
recutting the film to include the Christian perspective, talking about the role of the gospel in the slum
dwellers’ lives.
The recut version would be made into DVD curriculum for junior high Sunday school or high school
catechism use.

FILM FACTS:
Film title: The Fourth World
Produced by: Mark Volkers through Prairie Grass
Productions of Dordt College in Sioux Center
Countries filmed in: Kenya, Guatemala, Philippines,
India, Senegal
Years in the making: 2008-2011
Hours of film taken: more than 40
Video run time: 52 minutes
Rating: This film is approved for all audiences
Facebook: Search “The Slum Documentary Project”
Dordt College students set up cameras to help Mark Online: www.fourthworldfilm.com
Volkers film slums in the Philippines.
Twitter: Search “slumdoc”

Extension program strengthens families
Extension county specialists in Sioux, O’Brien, Lyon,
Osceola and Plymouth are
ready to deliver.
This hands-on energetic
and active program is for
every parent and pre-teen that

desire to have a more open
and positive relationship with
each other. ISU Extension
and Outreach will host two
sessions in the spring of 2012.
Plymouth
County
Extension starts its program

Sunday, Feb. 5. People can
contact the Plymouth County
Extension and Outreach
office for more information
at 712-546-7835.
Sioux, O’Brien, Lyon and
Osceola are hosting a com-

bined weekend session at
Inspiration Hills, Inwood,
starting Friday, March 16.
People can ontact the Sioux
County
Extension
and
Outreach Office for more
information at 712-737-4230.

Tenth annual women’s conference set
The 2012 COMPEL
Women’s Conference will
be Jan. 20-21 at the Marina
Inn Conference Center in
South Sioux City, Neb. On
Jan. 20, the conference is
6:30-9:30 p.m. and on Jan.

21, it runs from 8 a.m.-3
p.m.
The vision for the conferences came out of a desire to
have a time of deep spiritual
teaching, as well as the
opportunity to fellowship

with other Christian women.
Stephanie Fast and Carla
Marroquen will be with
COMPEL as speakers this
year.
Jen Sandbulte of Sioux
Center is the conference coor-

dinator.
For more information on
the conference or to register,
women can visit www.compelconference.org or the blog at
w w w. c o m p e l c o n f e r e n c e .
blogspot.com.

Dordt College student Peter Hessels walks through a
mountain of garbage in Manila, Philippines. Mark Volkers
said the filming process didn’t keep students clean but opened
students’ eyes to a different way of life.

‘Your Money’ course
begins Jan. 17
A new course from Iowa
State University Extension
and Outreach provides the
tools Iowans need to work
toward financial goals.
“Your
Money,
Your
Future” begins Tuesday, Jan.
17. The course covers how to
understand spending, use
f inancial
management
resources and build personal
financial management skills.
It is sponsored by ISU
Extension and Outreach in
Sioux, O’Brien, Lyon, and
Osceola counties.

The course meets Tuesday,
Jan. 17, 24 and 31 with snow
date on Feb. 7. All sessions
are 5:30-7 p.m. at Northwest
Iowa Community College,
603 W. Park Street, Sheldon,
in Building A Rooms 116 and
119 on January 17, 24 and
Feb. 7 (Snow Date) and
Building C Room 328 on Jan.
31.
Pre-registration is required.
To register, people can call
(712) 737- 4230 or register
online at www.extension.
iastate/obrien.

Supervisors postpone public hearing
from Section 1 / Page 3
remainder of the budget is
met through donations from
churches and individuals.
Altena requested $7,500.
Last year, the county contributed $2,000.
Other matters
In other action Tuesday
morning, the Sioux County
Board of Supervisors—
✦ Put on hold the public
hearing originally scheduled
for Feb. 7, as having the hearing was contingent on if interest rates for refinancing a
2008 bond were increasing or
not.
The board discussed refinancing a 2008 bond made to
pave roads out to Center
Fresh Egg west of Sioux
Center at its regular meeting
last week.
Jeff Heil from Northland
Securities in Des Moines told
the board through a conference call that interest rates are
down to 2.3 percent compared to the existing 4.2 percent of the bond now.
Heil told the board that

choosing the low rate now is
considered advance refunding,
giving the county money back
as the rate wouldn’t take
effect until 2016. Once in
place, the rate would stay
locked in until the expiration
of the bond in 2027.
Locking in the lower rate
would save the county about
$92,000 total in interest. The
down side to locking in the
lower rate now, however, is
that the county would have to
put the money it receives in
escrow. Heil said the escrow
would only earn about 0.6
percent interest.
The board agreed to continue to monitor the interest
rates this year before making
their decision.
✦ Named three official county newspapers. This year there
was a contest for the three
available slots, with four newspapers submitting their number of Sioux County subscribers. The “Sioux Center News”
reported 1,297 subscribers;
the “Sioux County CapitalDemocrat” reported 1,111; the

“Siouxland Press” reported
1,040; the “Sioux County
Index-Reporter” reported 551.
The board approved the
“Sioux Center News,” the
“Sioux County CapitalDemocrat,”
and
the
“Siouxland Press” as official
county newspapers.
✦ Approved keeping the
county mileage reimbursement rate at 45 cents. The
average rate from 35 Iowa
counties was 47.6 cents. With
the state rate set at 39 cents
and the federal rate set at 55
cents, the board felt the county’s rate was proper.
✦ Approved depository resolution and a property tax
suspension request.
✦ Approved a separation of
distance waiver for Darrel
Nyhof of Sioux Center for an
extension of a freestall building and manure pit, both of
which run parallel with 390th
Street.
✦ Head from Jon Buiter of
EDA Inc., of Sioux Center
regarding Phase II for the
geothermal air conditioning

system.
Buiter said the goal is to
spend this summer creating a
design and possibly begin
working within the building
come early fall once the
building doesn’t need air
conditioning anymore. Buiter
noted that some offices may
need to be temporarily relocated for up to two weeks as
the duct work takes place
throughout the building. No
official completion date is
set.
✦ Receive a technology report
from Micah Van Maanen.
Projects in the past year have
included replacing wireless
network, replacing 25 computers, transitioning patrol
cars to new air cards and VPN
and replacing the jail control
system.
Van Maanen said projects
he’d like to tackle this year
include replacing 13 laptops
and nine desktops, renewing
licenses for Microsoft Office
and email, looking into virtual desktops and releasing a
new assessor’s website.

STOP
HEALTHCARE

FRAUD

BE PART OF THE SOLUTION.
Join the Iowa Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) to protect, detect and report
Medicare and Medicaid fraud. Volunteer to help Iowa seniors become
empowered healthcare consumers.

Call 800-423-2449 today to volunteer.

www.StopMedicareFraud.gov
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