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These questions are only to prime the pump. Start with these, but then 
let your conversation range far and wide. Often the best ideas are direct 
descendants of the wildest, most outlandish ideas. Let the members of 
your group run with ideas and solutions to this horri�c global issue. 
Maybe, just maybe, the solution lies right there … in your group. 
Without you sponsoring a neighborhood watch and then fostering 
discussion, that idea might never become a reality. 

1. We are experiencing the “largest people migration in the history of the 
 world.” That migration is from ____________ to _______________?
  a. What is causing that migration? 

  b. What kind of people are caught up in this migration?

  c. What impact might this have on you? Your community? Your nation?

2. According to United Nation’s projections, the approximately _______(give a number)
 ________ people currently living in slums, could ____(double? Triple? Quadruple?
 _______ by the year ____________.  
 What are some geo-political things that might be behind this?

   

3. Kenyan politicians are some of the highest paid legislators in the world. The President 
 of Kenya makes more than the leaders of __________ and ______________.  Does 
 this type of disparity in wealth contribute to the intense poverty among a nation’s 
 citizens, or is it completely unconnected? 

Neighborhood Watch
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4. Citizens of The Fourth World have to be incredibly resourceful and hardworking in 
 order to survive these unbelievable conditions. Take one of the people you met in 
 the �lm (Felix, Tania, Salma, Jovelyn), place them in a richer nation (take your pick)
  and what do  you think they might do? Is there anything they have to teach us?

 

5. The �lm concludes with this challenge: “People of The Fourth World deserve better 
 than this.” What does that mean to you? What do these people deserve and what 
 should be done to help them get it?
 

6. What role does the United Nations play in the bigger discussion of global poverty 
 and moving people from The Fourth World into a better situation?
 What role do you have to play in this very global—and yet very individual—story?

The �lm makes it clear that each resident of The Fourth World 
“has a name, dreams and aspirations.” When we talk about big issues like world 
hunger or global poverty, we have to deal in statistics in order to grasp the issue. 
Yet statistics can also mask the issue. How do terms like “one billion living in slums” 
and “most exist on less than $2 per day” help you? How do they hurt your understanding 
of the situation? How has meeting a few individuals (via the �lm) caught up in this 
global nightmare helped your understanding of this issue? 

  Answers:
1. Rural Areas to Urban Areas.
a. Lack of opportunities in rural areas. Boredom. Land laws that divide the 
inheritance between sons, leaving many with nothing. Promise of wealth in 
cities.
b. Mostly poor, rural people. In olden times, these would be “serfs” or 
“peasants.” But political unrest causes some well-educated people to make the 
move too.
2. 1 billion. Triple. 2050.
3. Germany, United States


